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FOOD PANTRY
EVANSTON

#. As 2009 draws to a close, we thank you our
volunteers who through your generous donation of
support, time and monetary gifts allow this food
pantry to exist!

What We're Accomplishing

It's hard to believe that we've only been up and running
for six months! When we opened in May, we were serving
about 30 families, or 90 people, a week. During the last six
weeks we've served an average of 250 families, or almost
900 people, a week. As amazing as these numbers are,
what has brought me the greatest personal satisfaction is
being part of something that goes beyond distributing food.
The Hillside Food Pantry is a place where our ideas about
giving and receiving are being transformed. As we have
gotten to know each other, as we have learned each other’s —
names, shared hugs & laughter, and just talked, we have 2 ".!_- .
become a community within a community of people helping R
people. We are breaking down barriers of mistrust, judg-
ment and discrimination just by respecting one another's
dignity and extending our hands in friendship. It's not just a
matter of showing compassion or meeting a need. It's a
matter of really looking at each other and affirming one
another’s value as a person. Is this just lofty talk? | think
not. When | see volunteers and patrons talking and laughing
together, when | hear about random acts of kindness they do &%
for each other, when a casual observer comments, “They
really love you here," | see God is at work in all of us, and
we are all of us blessed.
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School District 65!

On Thursday, November 19th, a new commercial
freezer was delivered to us from TriMark Marlinn in
Beford Park. Thank you to the Greater Chicago

Thank you to Jean Luft, Teacher Union President for organizing
a food drive in the Evanston District 65 schools that benefitted
all the Evanston food pantries. The Hillside Food Pantry
received a generous donation on November 17 of canned/
boxed/dried goods collected by the faculty, staff, students and
parents of Orrington, Lincolnwood and Chute schools.

Food Depaositary in awarding us this grant. It came
Jjust when we were bursting at the seams and in
desperate need for more freezer storage space.

Thank you to Ohio College students for
volunteering Saturday, November 28th! 1200+

— Food Pantry Usage Through Week 31, Nov.. 29, 2009
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Record Numbers

Served in November!
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Households Persons
To volunteer contact Pastor Maiya Lueptow — maiya.lueptow@sbcglobal.net
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