Weekly Good Tidings - May 22, 2008 -- Memorial Day in the Shadowlands
Dear Friends of Hillside,

It@ nearly M emorial Day. | receiv ed a t imely E-mail from Hillsider Simon Ebeling
yesterday. He@ living t he shadow lands bet ween God @& creat ion in unity and final
consummat ion in glory. He@ living, as are w e all, in t he shadow of Cain .

Simon is a medic serv ing the U.S. Army in Iraq. He has asked for prayer for himself
and for his comrades, t he soldiers seeking t o prov ide an env ironment in which non -
comb atants can rebuild t heir lives and begint o rebuild t heir nat ion. As he put itin
his Email, Omhings are get ting hot here, and | don @ mean t he temperat ure.OAs we
approach M emorial Day | t hought it fitting t o share his prayer request with all of t he
friends of Hillside Church.

Memorial Day is intfended as a time during which Americans honor those who have given
their all for their country. It is a time to rememlber their great sacrifices on the battlefield
and in the hearts and minds of surviving families and friends.

The holiday began as “Decoration Day” after the Civil War to honor fallen Union soldiers
through decorating their gravesites. War is nothing new. War seems to have been built info
the fabric of humanity, including the earliest visions of religious creation myths. Many such
present the gods at war with one another, and human beings as either the outgrowth or
spoils of celestial conflict.

The Bible tells a different story. Scripture speaks of the beginning birthed by God, a triune
being so absolutely not at conflict that three are one. This triune God creates a wonderful
world and calls it good. This friune God creates humanity — male and female - to be
reflective of the divine image of unity. It takes two to be one from the very beginning! Not
war or conflict but peace and unity are the true core, the fundamental DNA of humanity
as envisioned and brought into being by God. It is also the longing of the human heart.
Peace, Shalom, is the goal of God for the world yet again.

Human choices have swerved far from the ideal of God, often entirely missing the mark, so
that we all live in the shadow of Cain who killed Able. Simon, one of our Hillside soldiers,
along with all soldiers everywhere, and each of us as well, continues to live in the shadow
of Cain with the hope of defending Able.

This Memorial Day, be faithful in prayer for those on the battlefield and for the souls and

families of those who perished 1o defend their valued land and ideals. Be in prayer as well ¢

to hasten the day when “I"#$%& (%6 )#*+%+"#', %-&.,/-%'0+. %6 1 (. &-"* #-%*0/%+"#', %-1#%,- %' %
1,20'03%",.4-5%6*+".0%& ((%60. +%+*4#%21%-&.,/%*3* 0-+%0*+'.07%0., %& ((%6+"#$ %+, * 0% %&*
*0$9.,# :%ylicah 4:3, Isaiah 2:4). Be in prayer for the world at war, caught in the °
shadowlands between the creation in unity and consummation in glory. Be in prayer for

the warriors caught in between, the leaders of nations and civilians in neightbborhoods. Pray

and strive for peace.

Maranatha b Lard, came (1 Qxinthians 16:22). Rda Mark
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